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Support the cultivation of Thai herbs Surviving the Covid Crisis

“ The consumyption trend of the new generation is turming to using herbs as an altemative to health care
more. Coupled with the trend of safe food consumption both domestic and intemational markets are resulting
in the herbal market and Thai herbal products. The growth rate is increasing every year during 2017-2020, growing
up to 10% per year, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, therefore, see it as a golden opportunity to encourage
Thai farmers in order to plant more herbs to create a sustainable income and career stability for Thai farmers

during the economic crisis especially the COVID-19 situation.”

Mr. Thongplew Kongchan, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, revealed about
the policy of the Ministry to support the needs of the Thai herbal market that continues to grow. The ministry is
preparing to speed up the drive to promote the cultivation of Thai herbs for farmers continuously which will be
assigned to relevant agencies to integrate in order to produce medicinal plants with the highest quality in
accordance with the market demand that tends to grow continuously partly due to the policy to encourage

govemment hospitals use medicinal plants in conjunction with modem medicine.

As we can be seen from the data of 2019, the consumption of medicinal raw materials and herbal
products in the country with a value of up to 52,100 million baht, an increase from 2017, which was worth only
43,100 million baht

For the past performance on medicinal plants of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, there at

present are 64,917 rai of standard herb planting area of 80 species divided into GAP standard area 54,755 rai,



Organic Thailand standard area 13,162 rai. Commmunity enterprise groups, farmers groups, cooperatives have been
promoted for post-harvest processing in 60 groups. GAP product standards have been established and also
medicinal plant standards.

In addiition, the Department of Agricultural Extension has also established a database of medicinal plant
growing areas. To have a clear database of planting areas as well as encouraging smallholder farmers who have
registered fammers for 2,866 households to produce in the form of large-scale agriculture. At present, 34 large-scale
herb farming groups have been established in 21 provinces with 1,531 farmers representing an area of 5,500 rai.

Moreover, the Department of Land Development also prepared a map of the suitability of the land for
planting 24 types of medicinal plants namely turmeric, klai, sotu Kola, black galingale, blue paniculata, yellow
cardamom, galangal, galangal, safflower, lemongrass, konjac, pepper, aloe vera, roselle, chrysanthemum, diple,
wormwood, Phaya Yo, diamonds, bitter gourd, jasmine, starfruit and marigold including personnel development

plans, check the quality of raw materials and improve accredited laboratories

While the marketing support plan was established a central market by making an MOU between the
Department of Agricultural Extension. Department of Thai Traditional Altemative Medicine of Ministry of Public
Health and Thai Agero Exchange Co.,, Ltd. (Talad Tai) was the Talat Thai project to select fresh herbs and safe fresh
spices. This market is scheduled to open at the end of 2021. In addition, the National Bureau of Agricultural
Commoedity and Food Standards has also created an electronic market under the name DGT Farm, a group of

medicinal plants, GAP standards and organic agriculture standards.

In Current, Thailand has 4 types of herbs that have been promoted as Product Champion, which are
popular in both domestic and intemational markets namely black galingale, plai, sotu kola and turmeric. Besides,

there are also other herbs which are potential and in demand in the market such as Pueraria Kruea, Gooseberry,

Kaempferia, Chili, Paniculata, Roselle, Stevia, and Aloe Vera, etc.
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